One-Minute Briefing: Modern Slavery
Modern slavery is an umbrella term that covers all forms of exploitation where individuals are controlled, coerced, deceived, or forced into situations for another person's gain. It can affect adults and children of any age, gender, nationality, or background and includes criminal exploitation, labour exploitation, domestic servitude, sexual exploitation and organ harvesting.
Modern slavery often remains hidden. Victims may not identify themselves as such, and indicators can be subtle. Recognising the signs and responding appropriately is therefore everyone's responsibility.
Adult Pathway support
When an adult (18+) is identified as a potential victim/survivor of modern slavery:
· Ensure immediate safety and address any urgent safeguarding concerns and make a safeguarding adult referral to family connect.
· Seek informed consent before making or referring to a First responder to make a referral into the National Referral Mechanism (NRM).
· If the individual does not consent, a Duty to Notify referral should still be completed by a first responder.
· With ongoing safety/safeguarding requirements a SERAM (Slavery, exploitation and risk assessment meeting) will be arranged. This will consider wider support needs, including housing, health, advocacy, immigration, mental health, substance misuse, and financial support.
· A multi-agency, trauma-informed approach should be used to reduce the risk of re-exploitation.
Children's Pathway
Children cannot consent to their own exploitation and should always be treated primarily as victims.
· Any concerns about a child at risk of or experiencing exploitation should result in an immediate safeguarding referral to Family Connect.
· Children should be referred into the National Referral Mechanism regardless of consent.
· A child-centred, trauma-informed approach should be adopted.
· Through the CE and NRM pathway, multi-agency partners, including social care, education, health, and police, should work together to assess risk, provide support, and disrupt those causing harm.
Key Message
Modern slavery thrives in silence. By recognising indicators, being professionally curious, and taking timely safeguarding action, we can identify victims earlier, disrupt exploitation, and help people recover from harm.
Modern Slavery Thrives in Silence. Spot the Signs. Speak Up. Change Lives.

