One-Minute Briefing: National Referral Mechanism (NRM) including Devolved Decision-Making

The National Referral Mechanism, or NRM, is the UK's framework for identifying and supporting potential victims of modern slavery and human trafficking. It is a statutory duty for First responders including police and Local authorities and enables individuals to access specialist support, safeguarding, and a formal assessment of whether they are a victim of modern slavery.

For adults aged 18 and over:
· Immediate safeguarding and welfare needs should be addressed first.
· Informed consent must be obtained before making an NRM referral.
· Referrals are made by authorised First Responders, such as local authorities, police, and designated charities.
· If the adult does not consent to an NRM referral, a Duty to Notify referral should still be submitted where appropriate.
· Following referral, a reasonable grounds decision is made to determine whether there are reasonable grounds to believe that there is modern slavery, followed by a conclusive grounds decision once more information is gathered and considered.

For all children under 18:
· Children cannot consent to their own exploitation and should always be treated as potential victims/survivors.
· An NRM referral should be completed whenever there are concerns a child has been exploited or trafficked. Consent is not required.
· Children's Services should be informed immediately through safeguarding procedures.
· Decisions should be made alongside a child-centred, trauma-informed safeguarding response.

Devolved NRM Decision-Making
Under the devolved NRM pilot, Telford and Shropshire local authorities have been given responsibility for making NRM decisions for most children rather than these being made centrally by the Home Office.
The aim is to:
· Ensure decisions are informed by local safeguarding knowledge and multi-agency information.
· Improve timeliness of decision-making.
· Better aligned NRM processes with existing child protection arrangements.
· Support a more child-centred and trauma-informed response.

Key Benefits: Identification, safeguarding and recognition 
Adults receive safeguarding and specialist support including safe accommodation, advocacy, financial support, healthcare, and legal advice. Children receive safeguarding, recognition and child centred responses- ensuring the protection and support.
 
Modern Slavery Thrives in Silence. Spot the Signs. Speak Up. Change Lives.
